Teaching of Fixed Prosthodontics: A Paradigm Shift.
Restorative dentistry is experiencing a significant shift towards a rising usage of tougher all-ceramic materials. This trend must be incorporated into existing fixed prosthodontics academic curricula through the integration of lithium disilicate and zirconium oxide crown preparation guidelines. In addition, crown fabrication techniques have also evolved for these newer materials through digitization of preparations and impressions and their computer-assisted manufacturing. This article reviews current crown preparation and cementation guidelines while describing the teaching program in fixed prosthodontics at the University of Tennessee Health Sciences College of Dentistry.